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In the early days of California, passengers, mail, and the Wells Fargo strong box were carried throughout the state by stagecoach. The drivers of these stagecoaches were highly skilled at managing their unwieldy vehicles and animals over dangerous, winding mountain roads, often risking death several times a week to bring their stage in on time. The one thing that struck fear in the hearts of this sturdy bunch was the possibility of being "held up" by the legendary Black Bart. 

Black Bart held up 28 stagecoaches in Northern California. His trademarks were always the same. He wore a long linen duster, a flour sack over his head with two holes cut out for eyes, and always said the words, "Throw down the box!" 

Black Bart came to be known as the "Gentleman Bandit" because although he pointed a shotgun at the stagecoach drivers during robberies, he never fired it. He never took anything from stagecoach passengers, and he usually left a poem behind, which he signed "Black Bart, the PO-8." 

Black Bart was finally caught in 1883. He turned out to be a respected mining engineer named Charles E. Bolton. He served five years in San Quentin prison for his crimes. 

Here I lay me down to sleep
To wait the coming morrow,
Perhaps success, perhaps defeat,
And everlasting sorrow.
Let come what will, I'll try it on,
My condition can't be worse;
And if there's money in that box,
" 'Tis munny in my purse!"
Respectfully,
Black Bart, the PO-8 
Discussion Questions

1. Why was Black Bart feared by stagecoach drivers? 

2. Why was Black Bart called the "Gentleman Bandit"? 

3. When was Black Bart finally caught? 

4. Who was Black Bart? 

5. Why do you think he robbed stagecoaches? 

